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Matilda 1813 – first recorded 
visit by European

Although Captain Cook had 
sailed past Ōtākou in 1770
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Le Breton 1840 0takou



Rev James Watkin

1840 – 1844



Te Matenga Taiaroa



Hori Kerei Taiaroa





1940 – Opening of the Church



• Religion

• Education and colonial policy of the time

• Aspirations to participate successfully in European society

• Aspirations of wide political influence in Māori and European society

• Economic participation and economic deprivation

• Geographic location – the scale and influence of Dunedin particularly in the 
mid 1800s

• WW1 and 2.

• Social relationships – intermarriage, community interactions

• Land loss

• General devaluing of all things Māori 

• Critical mass in population 





George Grey Tukitaharangi Weller Ellison 1906-1992















“According to Crystal a language is said to be dead when no one speaks
it any more. It may continue to have existence in a recorded form, of
course – traditionally in writing, more recently as part of a sound or
video archive – but unless it has fluent speakers one would not talk of it
as a ‘living language’. And as speakers cannot demonstrate their fluency
if they had no one to talk to, a language is effectively dead when there is
only one speaker left, with no member of the younger generation

interested in learning it”. (Crystal 2000)

Of these 7,000 languages, 5,000 of them are spoken by indigenous peoples 
representing just 6 percent of total world population. Horrifically, 90 percent 
of these languages are in danger of becoming extinct within the next one 
hundred years. One language dies every two weeks.

In the world, approximately 6,000 languages are 
spoken...
...of which only about 600 are confidently 
expected to survive this century.


